Biblical Prophecy

| believe that we are definitely living in the end
times and that Jesus’ return is eminent. However,

| have some challenges with prophecies made by

=== the Watchtower in
times past. For instance
before 1914 the
Woatchtower was pre-
dicting that God’s
Kingdom was to be set
up on earth (not in
heaven) in 1914?
Quote, ‘The times of
the Gentiles’ extend to 1914. And the Heavenly
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Kingdom will not have full sway until then, but as
a stone the Kingdom of God is set up in the days
of these Kings and by consummating them be-
comes a universal Kingdom- a great mountain
and fills the whole earth’ (Watchtower Reprints,
Vol. I, March, 1880, p 82).? Jesus taught that no
one knows the day or hour of His physical return
to the earth- Matthew 24:36.

Where in the Bible does it say that only 144,000
people will be in heaven? Revelation chapters 7
and |4 are the only passages in the Bible that
describe the group of 144,000. Yet, nowhere
does Scripture say that this group of people is
the only group in heaven. In fact, Revelation 7:2-4
states that the 144,000 are ‘sealed’ on earth dur-
ing the ‘great tribulation’ (see verses |-4, 14).
Has the ‘Great Tribulation’ come upon the earth
already? How do you prove from the Bible that
1935 was the year that the selection to heaven
(144,000) stopped due to being filled?

| really appreciate you taking the time to read
through this pamphlet and consider the primary
question that must be answered by every human
being, “What am | going to do with Jesus?”

At the end of the day, it’s not about church mem-
bership or denominational affiliation; how we were
water baptized and if we were a good person. As
important as good works are, they cannot save us
from our sins— only the death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ has provided for us an eternal
redemption and salvation.

Consider church history when Martin Luther made a
powerful statement on April 16, 1521 in Worms
Germany in defense of his stance that we are justi-
fied by faith in Jesus alone and not by the traditions
of men or any human organization. For Scripture
alone is our final authority for all matters that per-
tain to life and conduct:

“Unless | am convinced by Scripture and plain reason - |
do not accept the authority of the popes and councils,
for they have contradicted each other - my conscience is
captive to the Word of God. | cannot and I will not re-
cant anything for to go against conscience is neither right
nor safe. God help me. Amen.”

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the
faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in
you, except ye be reprobates?

2 Corinthians 13:5

Securing
Paradise

“The wolf also shall dwell with the

lamb, and the leopard shall lie down
with the kid; and the calf and the
young lion and the fatling together;
and a little child shall lead them.”

Isaiah 11:6




Dear friend, thank you so much for taking the
time to read through this simple pamphlet
that attempts to explore answers to essential
truths that are relevant to all Christians. I'm
\ | sure we are in agree-
ment that the meaning
| of life for every human
' being is to be recon-
~ ciled to God and set
free from sin that sepa-

rates us from Him.
Jesus had made a profound statement about
entering into the Kingdom of God:

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” John 3:3

What differentiates Christianity with all the
other philosophical religions of the world is
the spiritual regeneration of the human spirit.
Jesus went on to say in verse 6, “That which is
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit.” According to Jesus, a
spiritual new birth is the prerequisite to en-
tering God’s Kingdom. With that being said,

“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must
be born again.” John 3:7

are you born again by the Spirit? If we are
truly proclaiming God’s Kingdom, then we
must be proclaiming a gospel that centers on

being born again through faith in Jesus Christ.

Faith vs. Works

Again, what is it that differentiates Christianity from
all the other religions of the world? Other religions
do acknowledge human disobedience or sin. The
big difference is their response to sin that separates
us from a holy God. Fundamentally, world religions
are works based systems that attempt to earn or
deserve God’s favor and salvation. As it was 2,000
years ago, so it is today when folks ask:

Then said they unto him, What shall we do,
that we might work the works of God? Jesus
answered and said unto them, This is the
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he
hath sent. John 6:28-29

As | see it in Watchtower theology, salvation is not
regarded as a free gift
from God based upon
Jesus Christ’s work on
the cross. Rather, the
literature stresses a

salvation by works.
Charles Taze Russell wrote, “They must be recov-
ered from blindness as well as from death, that
they, each for himself, may have a full chance to
prove, by obedience or disobedience, their worthi-
ness of life eternal” (Charles Taze Russell, Studies
in the Scriptures, Vol. I. P. 158). Elsewhere it is
stated: “All who by reason of faith in Jehovah God
and in Christ Jesus dedicate themselves to do
God’s will and then faithfully carry out their dedica-
tion will be rewarded with everlasting life...” (Let
God Be True, p. 298). But what does the Bible say:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not
of works, lest any man should boast. For we are
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained

that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:8-9

Here we see a classic case of getting the cart be-
fore the horse; don’t get me wrong, good works
are important to God but we need to get them in
the proper order— they are not a prerequisite to
salvation. The Bible clearly teaches that faith
alone in Jesus is what saves us. Then after being
born again by the Spirit, by God’s grace we are
empowered unto good works for His glory.

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved. For with the heart man be-
lieveth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.
Romans 10:9-10

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Romans 6:23

Sin is like spiritual crime, it cannot be undone by
our own by good works, anymore than a convict
trying to undo his crime by
being a good person— he is
already guilty and con-
demned. If we do the
crime we have to do the
time. The penalty of sin is
eternal death; to be forever separated from God.
Unless of course we are pardoned of our sin as a
free gift of God’s grace apart from works of earn-
ing or deserving; we just come as we are, a lost
sinner in need of a Savior— Jesus our Lord. Do
you know for sure that you are saved and re-
ceived the gift of eternal life? The Bible teaches
that we can know for sure in | John 5:13:

These things have I written unto you that be-
lieve on the name of the Son of God; that ye
may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye
may believe on the name of the Son of God.




